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Welcome to Brussels !
Welcome to this IMCoS symposium !
Dear Map friends,
It is always a significant time when lovers of old maps gather together. The mix
of academics, dealers, collectors, and researchers creates a highly stimulating
environment. In this environment the whole is far greater than the sum of the parts!
However, considering the difficult times that we have all been going through, there is
an added sense of appreciation at this opportunity to gather.
IMCoS has always been an International society. This is amply illustrated by the large
number of previous successful International Symposia. Hans Kok, our Chairman for
many years, and before that International Representative, has made very sure that
this emphasis never flagged and always grew. These symposia have not just always
been international, they have also been collaborative, based on solid partnerships
with national bodies, universities, and other map societies. This 38th International
Symposium stands as a shining example of such collaboration. Without our hosts at
the Royal Library and the endeavours of the Brussels Map Circle there would be no
symposium at all — obvious, but highly significant.
Another characteristic of these events has been the unstinting support given to them
from all over the world. The significant topics being covered justify all this time and
effort, focussing on the contributions made by Belgians to the early mapping of the
world. This combination of the national and the transnational adds a great deal to
our understanding of the huge steps taken by those early cartographers in helping
us grasp the nature of the modern world we have inherited. Abraham Ortelius’s
thoughts on Continental Drift are an example of this – 300 years or so in advance of
his time! (Wegener in 1912 being credited with re-visiting the topic) - IMCoS is proud
to contribute towards the provision of a platform for today’s thinkers as they explore
yesterday’s contribution.

On behalf of the Brussels Map Circle (BIMCC) and of the
Royal Library of Belgium (KBR), we are delighted to welcome
you to Brussels for the 38th International Symposium of the International Map Collectors’ Society (IMCoS).
The relationship between IMCoS, based in the UK, and the BIMCC started even before
our Circle was founded! Indeed, the idea of creating such a gathering of map lovers
on the continent of Europe came to Wulf Bodenstein as he was participating in the
16th IMCoS International Symposium in Budapest, back in 1997. In March 1998, Wulf
organised a Map Evening which was the starting point for the Brussels International
Map Collectors Circle or BIMCC. Over the years, we developed the Circle along the
lines of IMCoS and with the support of some of their key members. Ten years later,
it had ‘achieved international recognition’, as demonstrated by the attribution of the
prestigious IMCoS Helen Wallis award to Wulf Bodenstein. Today, the BIMCC is known
as The Brussels Map Circle and continues to be a forum for all those, in Europe and
beyond, with a special interest in maps.
After twenty-three years, it is time for the BIMCC to welcome one of the traditional
IMCoS symposia in Brussels.
In fact the initial idea for this Symposium came from Hans Kok, then chairman of the
IMCoS Executive Committee. In May 2019 – in the pre-Covid era – Hans invited the
BIMCC to visit his amazing map collection housed in his home in the Netherlands.
During conversations over a glass of wine after the visit, he mentioned this possibility
to some of us.
Back in Brussels, I submitted the idea to Wouter Bracke, Curator of Map Collections at
the Royal Library of Belgium (known as the KBR) and, incidentally, Scientific advisor
to the BIMCC. Wouter responded and convinced his KBR management to provide full
support for this Symposium. The Symposium organisation was launched as a joint
venture between the KBR, represented by Wouter Bracke, and the BIMCC, represented
by myself as Vice-President. Cooperation became even closer when, in October 2020,
Wouter also became President of the BIMCC!
Of course, when we took on the challenge of organising this
eminent Symposium, we did not expect to have to deal with the
dramatic circumstances imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic.
During the successive phases of lock-down, we kept hoping that
the situation would become sufficiently normalised by October
2021 for the Symposium to take place.
But it was not easy to get well-known speakers to commit
themselves to participate, especially when coming from abroad,
and, later, to convince participants to register, not knowing what
the travel restrictions might be by then.

Dr Mike Sweeting
Acting Chairman of the
IMCoS Executive Committee

11 - 14 OCTOBER 2021

38th IMCoS INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM

We are all the more grateful that you decided to come!
And we hope you will enjoy the programme of lectures and
visits we have put together for you.
38th IMCoS INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM

Jean-Louis Renteux
Vice-President,
Brussels Map Circle
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Around Brussels
Although Brussels likes to be thought of as the Capital of Europe, it is not a very large
city (about one million people) and in the historical centre most places of interest are
within walking distance. And the Royal Library of Belgium (KBR) — the main venue
for the Symposium — is in the heart of the historical centre, very close to the Central
Station (a major hub for local and other transport) and to the Grand-Place.
There is a wealth of restaurants, cafés, hotels and entertainment possibilities in the
vicinity.

Our Top Tips
With so many attractions on offer, it’s difficult to know where to start. If you’re in need of
a little inspiration, we are happy to share some of our own personal recommendations.
The absolute must is the Grand-Place, which was named the most beautiful square in
the world by Victor Hugo and is on the UNESCO World Heritage List. Dominated by the
97-metre belfry of the Town Hall, it boasts a remarkable series of seventeenth-century
façades.

now part of the Library - museum circuit, the Coudenberg archaeological site with its
sixteenth century cobblestoned streets, and the old structures of the former palace
underneath Place Royale and the foundations for today’s royal district.
In the immediate vicinity of the Library there is a series of remarkable museums
which should appeal to art and history lovers: the Old Masters Museum, the Modern
Art Museum, the Magritte museum, focusing on the Belgian surrealist artist, the
Musical Instruments Museum (MIM) with an extraordinary view over Brussels from
the restaurant on the top floor, and the BELvue museum, devoted to Belgian history, in
a narrow street next to the Royal Palace of Brussels.
Another remarkable ensemble of arts and history museums is located in the
Cinquantenaire Park, outside the central district. A short visit is planned within the
framework of the Symposium, but it is easy to spend a whole day visiting the 140 rooms
of the Art & History Museum or the Royal Military Museum with the nearby Brussels
Air Museum, plus Autoworld, the car museum.

Transport:
From the Library, there is easy access to local and further-afield transport facilities.
Bruxelles-Central / Brussel-Centraal, also known as Gare Centrale or Centraal Station,
is a major public transport hub in Brussels, 380 metres from the Library.
There is a direct train line to the airport and to the Brussel-Zuid / Bruxelles-Midi
station, the high-speed train terminus for Eurostar, Thalys, TGV, ICE.
At the same station, you can also catch a local train, e.g. to reach the centre of Antwerp.
There is a metro station and several bus stops giving access to the STIB-MIVB public
transport network in Brussels.
The Grand-Place

If you come by car, you will find a number of covered paying car parks in the area, e.g.

Close to the Grand-Place (just follow the crowd) is another must:
the tiny, insolent, Manneken Pis fountain.
The Royal Library of Belgium (KBR) is located on the Mont des Arts,
the former palace of the Dukes of Brabant which was home to, among
others, Emperor Charles V (1500-1559). The palace burned down in
1731, but some remnants of that era can still be seen: for example the
Nassau chapel which has been incorporated into the Library and is
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Interparking, Albertine-Square, close to the Library building
Interparking, Grand Place
BePark, Parking Gare Centrale Bruxelles.
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Event-location Map
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Citymap of Brussels
by Eugène Fricx 1712
(© Royal Library)

Royal Palace Coudenberg
Destroyed by fire in 1731

Saint Goedele

N

Royal Library
location

Sablon

GRAND PLACE
Bombarded in 1695 by French
troops and rebuilt in 1700.
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•

‘Mapping the world - the Belgian contribution’
Symposium programme
This Symposium is a three-day event, commencing with an opening reception
on the evening of 11 October 2021 at the Library, comprising speaker
presentations at the Library and visits to collections/institutions holding
remarkable map collections in Brussels.
An official dinner will close the symposium on 14 October 2021.

•

Monday 11 October 2021
•

•

17.00 - 19.00 Registration and Reception at the Royal Library of Belgium

Tuesday 12 October 2021 - Day 1

•

Wednesday 13 October 2021 - Day 2
•

09.30 Ortelius: the man and his world by Dr Joost Depuydt (Museum
Plantin Moretus)

•

10,00 Gerard Mercator as a maker of scientific instruments: aspects of
materialised knowledge by Prof. Koenraad van Cleempoel (Universiteit
Hasselt)

•

10.30 Coffee

•

11,00 Northern Europe in sixteenth-century nautical cartography: a
comprehensive review by Drs Luis Robles (ULB)

•

11.30 Between Heaven and Earth. Michiel Florent van Langren and his
Map of the Moon. by Prof. Geert van Paemel (KU Leuven)

•

12.00-13.30 Lunch at your leisure (or at in-house restaurant)

•

14.00 Visit to the scientific instruments section of the Art & History
Museum

•

15.30 Visit to the Map Room of the Royal Army Museum War Heritage
Institute.

•

16.30 End of the day’s programme

Thursday 14 October 2021 - Day 3
•

09.30 The Ostend East India Company 1722-1742 by Dr Jan Parmentier
(Museum aan de Stroom)

•

09.55 From a 1761 Venus transit to the Second Military Survey – the
century of the Habsburg Empire in cartography by Prof. Gábor Timár
(Eötvös Loránd University, Hungary)

•

10.20 The role of geography and cartography in Leopold II’s imperialist
ventures around the time of the Berlin Conference (1884-1885) by Dr Jan
Vandersmissen (UGent)

•

09.00 Registration (continued)

•

09.30 Opening and welcome addresses

•

10.00 Where are you? Introduction to Belgium by Prof. Wouter Bracke
(KBR and ULB)

•

10.30 Coffee

•

10.45 Coffee

•

11.00 Darkness there and nothing more? Medieval cartography and the
Liber Floridus by Dr Karen De Coene

•

11.10 The Mapping of the Antarctic Peninsula by European Nations
around 1900 (Belgium, France, Sweden, and Russia) by Dr Robert Clancy

•

11,30 Intersections of military architecture and cartography in the Low
Countries (1540-1625), from Jacob van Deventer to Pierre Le Poivre
by Prof. Pieter Martens (VUB)

•

11.35 Civil Aviation Maps: from verbal notes to full-fledged paper
charts and digital death? by Hans Kok (Former chairman of the IMCoS
Executive Committee)

•

12.00-13,30 Lunch at your leisure (or at in-house restaurant)

•

12.00-13.30 Lunch at leisure (or at in-house restaurant)

•

13,30 Guided visit to the Library of the Dukes of Burgundy at the KBR
museum

•

14.30 Visit to the Map Room of the State Archives of Belgium

•

15,30 Guided visit around the KBR Map Room

•

16.30 End of the programme

•

18.30 Reception at the Cercle Gaulois

•

17,00 End of the day’s programme

•

19.00 Official dinner at the Cercle Gaulois

•

21.30 Speeches
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Programme Sessions
Tuesday 12 October 2021 - Day 1
A. Morning session
Wouter Bracke (KBR and ULB)

Pieter Martens (VUB)

Where are you? Introduction to Belgium

Intersections of military architecture and cartography in the Low
Countries (1540-1625), from Jacob van Deventer to Pierre Le Poivre

In this 10 minutes talk 10 maps will be commented on that should
give a good idea of the country’s geography, politics and history.

Wouter Bracke is curator of map collections at the Royale Library of Belgium, Latin
professor at the Université libre de Bruxelles and president of The Brussels Map
Circle.

Karen De Coene (Arenberg Auctions)
Darkness there and nothing more? Medieval cartography and the Liber Floridus
The Dark Middle Ages, the idea of the entire Middle Ages
as a time of intellectual darkness has fortunately been
rejected and it is now a common assumption that the
centuries following the collapse of the Roman Empire
were characterised by continuity, preservation, cultural
renewal of the Roman cultural heritage. Thinking was
actively encouraged in many medieval universities, averse
to absolute religious uniformity. Lecturers in universities
commonly advanced the idea that the earth was a sphere
and even discussed its approximate circumference. Preand early-Christian assumptions were reconsidered
within the light of the contemporary medieval world.
Which place does cartography occupy in this medieval
world? Wary of the anachronistic use of the word map
Liber Floridus
for medieval mappae mundi, this presentation discusses
their origin, composition and function by examining one
particular example, the maps in the Liber Floridus of Lambert of Saint-Omer (12th
century). The oldest copy of this so-called medieval encyclopaedia is held at the
Ghent University Library.

Cambrai-citadel by J. van Deventer

The city atlas by Jacob van Deventer (ca.
1558-1575) and the atlas by Pierre Le Poivre
(ca. 1615-1624) are undoubtedly among
the KBR’s most important cartographic
heirlooms. Both are related, in different
ways, to military architecture. In this paper
the speaker will show that the practice of
military architecture and engineering (which
involved the construction of fortifications as
well as the conduct of sieges) was indeed a
major driving force behind the development
of (urban) cartography in the sixteenthcentury Low Countries. He will discuss the
multiple connections between, on the one
hand, fortification drawings and depictions
of sieges, and, on the other, the earliest town
plans, city views and topographical maps.

Pieter Martens is Assistant Professor of Architectural History at the Vrije Universiteit
Brussel (VUB). His research focuses on sixteenth-century military architecture,
engineering, siege warfare, and urban iconography. His recent publications related
to cartography include a short biography of Le Poivre (Nationaal Biografisch
Woordenboek, 2014), a book chapter on printed portraits of cities under siege
(Ad vivum?, 2019), and journal articles on Hieronymus Cock’s view of Antwerp
(Simiolus,2017) and on early fortification drawings and city plans (Journal of the
Society of Architectural Historians, 2019).

Karen De Coene is an academic researcher specialising in medieval culture and
historical cartography, and is currently employed as an expert at Arenberg Auctions,
Brussels.
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Wednesday 13 October 2021 - Day 2
B. Visit to the Library of the Dukes of Burgundy museum at
The Royal Library of Belgium

A. Morning session
Joost Depuydt (Museum Plantin Moretus)
Abraham Ortelius: The Man and his World

The Royal Library of Belgium is the national scientific library of the country and
collects all Belgian publications. The institution preserves, manages and studies
more than 8 million documents, a rich cultural and historical heritage. Following the
French example, its older part is divided into several special collections. There are
approximately 35,000 manuscripts, including 4,500 medieval codices, and 282,000
printed volumes dating from before 1800. Its Music department is the country’s most
important scientific centre for the preservation of musical documents, and with over
800,000 items the Prints cabinet is by far the largest collection of graphic works in
Belgium and one of the finest in the world. Finally, there is a Coins and Medals department and a Chalcography section with over 9,000 ancient and modern engraved plates
(wood and copper), telling the history of engraving in Belgium and Europe since 1488.
A museum dedicated to the prestigious library of the Dukes of Burgundy opened in 2019.
The Map Room keeps about 130,000 maps and plans, manuscript and printed. It
shares with the Reserve the care of over 700 atlases. In 2020 it received the National Geographic Institute’s map collection, augmenting its collection by about 30%.

Mercator’s library :
Since 2012 ,500 years after G. Mercator was born, Jan De Graeve reconstitutes over
the last 10 years the scientific books of the library of Gerard Mercator, surveyor
and geographer, in original 16th century books.
Jan will present a selection of the 235 books considered scientific, encyclopaedia, geometria, trigonometria, scientific instruments, astronomy and for
you especially his CARTOGRAPHY books, inspiring G.Mercator for his projection system with increasing latitudes Ad Usum Navigantium of 1569.
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Abraham Ortelius (1527-1598) was born and raised in Antwerp. During
the sixteenth century this port city became a major commercial
metropolis, excelling in the trade of artistic products and hosting
one of the most largest book markets in Europe. The author of
the Theatrum orbis terrarum, the first modern atlas, started his
professional career as a colourist of maps, but soon he became a
dealer not only in maps and prints, but also in books and antiquities. He travelled
extensively, despite the difficult conditions of the Eighty Years’ War. Both his Album
amicorum and his correspondence attest to the size and importance of his network.
Although a substantial part of his correspondence has already been published, there
are still a lot of letters waiting to be found.
Joost Depuydt has been Curator of Typographical and Technical Collections at the
Plantin-Moretus Museum in Antwerp (Belgium) since the summer of 2018. Between
2007 and 2018 he was Curator of Special Collections at the Felix Archief / Antwerp
City Archives. In that capacity he was responsible for the organisation of the 26th
International Conference on the History of Cartography (ICHC 2015) in Antwerp. The
subject matter of his publications ranges from Abraham Ortelius to early maps of
Mexico and of South America to digitisation of early maps.
He has curated various exhibitions on the history of cartography.

Koenraad Van Cleempoel (Universiteit Hasselt)
Gerard Mercator as a maker of Scientific Instruments: aspects of
materialised knowledge
Gerard Mercator holds a unique position in the history of cartography;
his superb maps still surprise us with their accuracy and beauty. In
this presentation, Koenraad will focus on the early, formative years
of Mercator in Leuven [Louvain], Belgium and his collaboration
with Gemma Frisius. His research into refining existing scientific instruments —
such as astrolabes — as well as his designs for newly invented ones — such as the
astronomical rings — will be discussed.
Mercator will be framed as a superior artisan blurring the boundaries between
theory and practice. The extreme refinement and accuracy of his innovative
instruments laid the basis for the so-called Louvain School and they also relate to his
methodology as a cartographer.

38th IMCoS INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM
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A planispheric astrolabe by
Gerard Mercator, made in
Louvain c. 1545
(Brno, Moravian Gallery)
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Koenraad Van Cleempoel studied art history in Leuven,
Madrid and London, where he received a PhD at the
Warburg Institute. He is a professor of Art History at
the faculty of Architecture in Hasselt (Belgium). He is
interested in the material culture of the Renaissance
and scientific instruments in particular. He catalogued
the collection of astrolabes at the National Maritime
Museum in Greenwich (Oxford University Press). In 2017
he organised a seminar on Renaissance instruments at
the University of California, Berkeley.

Geert Vanpaemel (KULeuven)
Between Heaven and Earth. Michiel Florent van Langren and his
Map of the Moon
In 1645 the Brussels cartographer and engineer Michiel Florent
van Langren (1598-1675) issued a 1-sheet printed map of the moon,
Plenilunii Lumina Austriaca Philippica. The map underscored van
Langren’s project to use the phases of the moon as a means to
determine longitude. The Plenilunium with its toponomy of European noblemen
and scientists, discussed at length in his correspondence with Erycius Puteanus,
which is kept in the Manuscript Room of the Royal Library of Belgium, provides an
unique source for exploring the scientific community to which van Langren aspired
to belong. Geert will present the results of his study of the toponomy.
Geert Vanpaemel is professor of History of
Science at the Catholic University of Leuven
[Louvain] (KULeuven). He has published
mainly on the post-1500 history of science
in Belgium.

Luis Robles (ULB)
Northern Europe in sixteenth-century nautical cartography:
a comprehensive review
It is well known that, between the 1460s and the 1530s, the depiction
of Scandinavia on maps experienced drastic changes, with new
models introduced by authors such as Nicolaus Germanus and
Olaus Magnus. Twentieth-century historians tended to recount
this evolution in a positivist fashion, as a tale of successive improvements by which
mapmakers eventually found the ‘correct’ shape of the region.
However, a survey of maps from the early modern period, mainly focused on nautical-style charts, reveals that the situation was far more complex. Many different
models of Scandinavia coexisted for decades, with ‘archaic’ representations circulating alongside more ‘modern’ ones until at least 1600.
Some mapmaking centres tended to favour certain specific models, while others
opted for ignoring Scandinavia altogether.
Luis Robles has a professional background in engineering and knowledge
management, and is currently a PhD candidate in History at Université Libre de
Bruxelles (ULB), where he is studying the life and works of sixteenth-century
mapmaker Juan Vespucci. He has published research on the history of cartography
and geographical discoveries. Since 2020 he has been the Editor of the Brussels
Map Circle’s Newsletter Maps in History.
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With Dirk De Bock he has recently published
Rods, Sets and Arrows. The Rise and Fall of
Modern Mathematics in Belgium (Springer,
2019). In 2015 he co-edited Embattled
Territory. The Circulation of Knowledge in
the Spanish Netherlands (Academia Press).

Van Langren
Plenilunium Design

B. Visit to the Art & History Museum - Scientific Instruments
Section
The Art & History Museum is the country’s most important national museum.
It holds unique, magnificent man-made masterpieces from Prehistoric times
to Art Nouveau. It is divided into different galleries, such as the National
archaeology gallery, Antiquities, non-European Civilizations and European
decorative arts. In addition to objects from the Gallo-Roman and Merovingian
Age, one can admire Egyptian mummies, Greek vases, as well as objects
from pre-Columbian civilizations, the Far East and Oceania. Among the
decorative arts we should mention the Art Nouveau and Art Deco artefacts.

38th IMCoS INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM
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Thursday 14 October 2021 - Day 3
A. Morning session
Jan Parmentier (Museum aan de Stroom)
The Ostend East India Company 1722-1742

One gallery is dedicated to measuring instruments, especially those made
by the Leuven atelier that supplied the greatest Renaissance princes with
terrestrial globes, graphometers and sundials. One of the masterpieces of the
atelier is the extraordinary armillary sphere made by Gualterus Arsenius in 1575.

C. Visit to the Map Room of the Royal Museum of the Armed
Forces and Military History
The Royal Museum of the Armed
Forces and Military History in
Brussels enables visitors to discover
the many aspects of military history.
The timeframe stretches from the
Middle Ages till the present; the
geographical framework covers both
the historical territories preceding
the creation of the Kingdom and
present-day Belgium, in a European
and international perspective. The
Bordiau Gallery gives a complete
overview of military history in Belgium and Europe between 1919 and 1945 (with a
total of more than 2,000 collection items over 3,000 m²). The Aviation hall displays
130 aeroplanes and about a hundred ancient engines. This broad array of machines,
from countries as diverse and unexpected as Canada and Sweden, makes it into one
of the most important aviation museums in Europe. Another gallery is dedicated
to the First World War, where almost all belligerent countries are represented.
Other galleries are the Arms and Armour Gallery and the Historic Gallery, the latter
telling the history of the Belgian army from 1831 to 1914. Showcases with exotic
souvenirs tell the story of Belgium’s presence in Italy, Mexico, Africa and China.
The Map Room of the museum is especially known for its collection of trench maps
from the First World War, maps related to the Napoleonic period and, finally, some
exceptional maps on the Belgian revolution.

11 - 14 OCTOBER 2021

38th IMCoS INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM

Dr Jan Parmentier specialises in maritime and overseas history,
mainly the Early Modern period. For the last twelve years he has
been a researcher and curator at the Museum aan de Stroom (MAS)
in Antwerp, responsible for the maritime collection. Before he
worked as lecturer at the University of Ghent. At the MAS in 2013 he was curator
of the temporary exhibition Bonaparte aan de Schelde. Antwerpen in een Franse
stroomversnelling and in 2015 curator of the exhibition The World in a Mirror. He
also participated in the Europalia India exhibition Indomania and was co-curator
of the Europalia-exhibition Istanbul – Antwerp. He is curently guest curator of
the exhibition Een Wonderlycke Voyagie in the Sint Peters Abbey in Ghent. He has
published on subjects such as European East India- and Guinea-trade, cartography
and navigation, Flemish and Irish trade networks, travel history, fishery and whaling.

Gábor Timár

(Eötvös Loránd University, Hungary)

From the 1761 transit of Venus to the Second Military Survey –
the century of the Habsburg Empire in cartography
During the Seven Years War (1756-1763), in which the Habsburgs were
allies of France, important surveying and cartographic knowhow was
transferred from Paris to Vienna. The encounter of César-François
Cassini de Thury, the author of the Carte de France, and Father Joseph Liesganig,
the later head of the Austrian surveying efforts, on 6 June 1761 in order to observe the
transit of Venus, is emblematic in this respect.
The Austrians applied Cassini’s method, but on a scale three times larger (1: 28 800,
instead of the original French 1: 86 400), in two successive military surveys, one in
the late 1700s and the other in the first half and the middle of the 1800s.
The main contribution of the Habsburg surveying project to mapping is the use of
a flattened ellipsoid, instead of the sphere, to model the earth. The Austrian efforts
can be considered as the best survey technology at the time, before the geodetic
adjustment methods invented by the Germans in the middle of the nineteenth
century. Thus, the years from the 1760s to the 1860s can be characterised as the
Austrian century in the history of cartography, which also includes the survey by
Count de Ferraris of the Austrian Netherlands on a scale of 1: 11 520 (1770-78).

38th IMCoS INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM
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Jan also investigates how in
addition to the geographical
societies, a third actor — the
geographic
periodical
Le
Mouvement géographique —
became involved in the debates
about territorial claims via the
continuous publication of everchanging maps of disputed
territories.

Ostende - Ferraris

Gábor Timár is Professor of Geophysics at the Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE) of
Budapest, Hungary. His research interests are the modelling of the shape of the
Earth and its applications in historical cartography, and environmental analyses
involving old maps. He is the scientific leader of the MAPIRE project, presenting
mostly European maps from 1750 to 1950 in geo-referenced form, as overlays of
modern ones.

Jan Vandersmissen

(UGent)

Le Congo - Depuis l’Equateur jusq’a l’Océan et
la Vallée du Niadi Kwilu
Jan Vandersmissen is researcher and lecturer at Ghent University (UGent). He is
interested in the history of science and technology in imperial contexts, more in
particular in the scientific and technological aspects of expansionist projects
developed by various European nations, as well as in the knowledge transfers
that resulted from these undertakings. He has published extensively on issues
related to the world of travellers, prospectors, geographers, cartographers and
environmentalists from the eighteenth to the twentieth centuries.

The role of geography and cartography in Leopold II’s imperialist
ventures around the time of the Berlin Conference (1884-1885)
From the very moment they were founded in 1876 the geographical
societies of Antwerp and Brussels played a role as propaganda tools for
Leopold II’s ventures in Central Africa: they invited explorers to send
in papers or give lectures, praised the initiatives of royal companies
such as the Association internationale africaine (AIA), the Comité
d’études du Haut-Congo (CEHC) and the Association internationale du Congo (AIC),
and published in their journals numerous maps of these companies’ exploratory
missions. As the geopolitical tensions between the European powers increased,
the nature of geography’s involvement with Leopold’s actions changed. In the early
1880s, at a time when Leopold’s companies came under pressure, cartography was
explicitly used as a means of underlining Leopold’s territorial claims. This paper
sheds light on the specific cases of the cartographic representations of the KouilouNiari Basin, where the claims made by Leopold’s AIC were disputed by France since
1883, and of the valleys of rivers flowing into the Congo via the north side (right
bank).
These maps strikingly express, through their specific visual discourse, the
intertwining of cartography with imperial agendas in the run-up to the Berlin
Conference in 1884-1885.
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Robert Clancy
The Mapping of the Antarctic Peninsula by European Nations around
1900
Adrien de Gerlache de Gomery (1866-1934), an officer of the Belgian
Navy, sailed the Belgica in 1897 to the west coast of the peninsula.
In 1941 about 100 of Adrien de Gerlache’s maps were given to the
Royal Library of Belgium by Marie-Louise de Gerlache, Adrien’s
daughter and at the time an employee of the Royal Library. Adrien
de Gerlache’s story is told by Robert Clancy, John Manning and Henk Brolsma in
their Mapping Antarctica. A Five Hundred Year Record of Discovery (Springer,
2012). Robert will discuss the Belgian, as well as the French, Swedish and Russian
contribution to the mapping of the Antarctic.
Robert Clancy is a retired Professor of Pathology, and currently a Clinical
Immunologist and Gastroenterologist. But he is also a well-known map collector,
especially of continental masses in the southern hemisphere.
He is the author of five books on maps.
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Philippe Buache, Les terres australes

B. Visit to the the Map Room of the State Archives of Belgium
The State Archives in Brussels preserve the largest collection of historical sources
in the country, some 315 km in shelf length. They preserve archival documents
from courts, tribunals, public authorities, notaries and from the private
sector and private individuals that have played an important role in society.

Georg Lecointe, the Gerlache Strait

Hans Kok
Civil Aviation Maps: from verbal notes to full-fledged paper charts
and digital death?
The development of aviation maps closely parallels the process as
we know it from the maritime industry, where it started in the 15th
century, if not before. The pace, however, was materially faster in
aviation, where it took roughly only one hundred years to achieve
and complete the same process. Initially, the new airline companies
had to use maps prepared from topographical maps, later they produced their own
maps, as Governments were neither organised nor equipped to provide dedicated
aviation maps. Government agencies were established with phase-lag to aviation
industry development but have meanwhile reached an adequate level of dataprocurement, certification and oversight.

The State Archives keep vast collections of cartographic material, from the
Middle Ages to modern times: the country’s primitive cadastre (19th century), the
map collection of the Princes of Arenberg (17th-20th century), and plans of the
fortifications of cities in the Southern Netherlands (17th-20th century). In the past
years, over 150,000 maps were digitised, of which some 137,000 can be accessed online.

The most interesting period, in Hans’ view, is post-World War II, where development.
triggered by military requirements, seeped through to enable civil aviation to operate
long range flights over oceans and deserts. The range of which aircraft were capable by
then, needed a long-range navigation capability. Progressing from visual navigation
in ground contact to celestial and radio-navigation, terminating as automated
navigation, incorporated into digital flight management and onboard control
systems. Current digital techniques provide an interface for worldwide automated
Air Traffic Control systems, making paper maps in the cockpit superfluous, as they
are presented on cockpit monitors instead of hardcopy.
Hans Kok, a past chairman of the IMCoS Executive Committee, has compiled a large
collection of mainly seventeenth century maps and atlases. He has published articles
and co-authored two books on these subjects, triggered by his interest in navigation
techniques. A retired airline captain and Deputy Director of Flight Crew Training for
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, and holder of a Flight Navigator Certificate as well, he started
collecting aviation maps as a sideline when these were not yet considered collectable.
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Le Cercle Royal Gaulois

Organising Committee

Site for the official dinner (see map on p.6-7)
Located at the heart of the Royal
Park of Brussels, the Cercle Royal
Gaulois, Artistique et Littéraire forms
a gathering point for diplomats,
scientists, the liberal professions and
those of the law, university professors
and academics, politicians, corporate
executives and directors, practitioners
of the arts and literature. They gladly
repair here for lunch, to take part in
some activity organised by the Cercle.

The Symposium is being organised jointly by the Brussels Map Circle and the Royal
Library of Belgium (Library), with a Symposium Organising Committee comprising:

Wouter Bracke
Curator of the Map collections at the Royal Library. Professor at Université libre
de Bruxelles (ULB). In addtion, Wouter became President of the Brussels Map
Circle in 2020.

Jean-Louis Renteux
Vice-President (and founding member) of the Brussels Map Circle. Former
editor of Maps in History, the newsletter of the Brussels Map Circle.

Marie-Anne Dage
Member of the Executive Committee and Secretary of the Brussels Map Circle.

The Cercle’s roots date back well into the past. To begin with, the
Brussels Cercle Artistique et Littéraire was instituted in 1847 by leading
figures of the time, including the astronomer Adolphe Quételet.

Member of the Executive Committee and Webmaster of the Brussels Map Circle.

Floria Benavides

Then, in 1911, the Cercle de
la Toison d’Or was founded
by a group of intellectuals
such as the lawyer Edouard
Huysmans.
It changed its name to Cercle
Gaulois in 1919 and adopted
the appellation “Royal” in
1937.
The
two
Cercles
amalgamated their fortunes
in 1951, from which came
the new name emerged by
which it is still known: Cercle
Royal Gaulois Artistique et
Littéraire.

Member of the Brussels Map Circle.

Jan De Graeve
Member of the Executive Committee of the Brussels Map Circle. President of
the Société Royale des Bibliophiles et Iconophiles de Belgique. Author of books
on maps and surveying.

Luis Robles Macias
Member of the Executive Committee and Editor of Maps in History, the
magazine of the Brussels Map Circle. PhD candidate in History at Université
Libre de Bruxelles (ULB)

Paul De Candt
Member of the Brussels Map Circle.
Co-editor of Maps in History, the newsletter of the Brussels Map Circle.
The “Gaulois”, as named by its members,
is located in a listed building in the
Royal Park, just behind the Théâtre du
Parc which is facing the Belgian Federal
Parliament, rue de la Loi.
The Cercle Royal Gaulois has always had
its own restaurant, and preserved a copy
of a meal menu served in 1848.
The current chef, Mr Thierry Lefevre,
a native of La Rochelle in France,is
working with a full “kitchen brigade”.
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Hans Kok
Former chairman of the IMCoS Executive Committee. Keen map collector and
co-author of two books on seventeenth century maps and atlases.

The organisation of the Symposium owes a lot to the staff of the KBR, in
particular :
Carolien Mertens & Koen Magerman
KBR Sales and reception.
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Loeb-Larocque
Maps, Atlases, Prints
and books

Antiquariaat
Plantijn
D.R. Duncker

31, rue de Tolbiac
75013 Paris

Old maps, prints, atlases and illustrated
books.

By appointment only

Ginnekensmarkt 5, 4835 JC Breda
Tel +31 76 560 44 00
dieter.d@planet.nl

Tel: +33 (0) 6 11 80 3375
Tel/Fax: +33 (0) 1 44 24 85 80
info@loeb-larocque.com

www.plantijnmaps.com

www.loeb-larocque.com

SPECIAL OFFER

38th IMCoS
International Symposium

DISLOCATIONS:

MAPS, CLASSICAL TRADITION,
AND SPATIAL PLAY IN THE EUROPEAN
MIDDLE AGES
Alfred Hiatt

D islocations argues that medieval spatial

€76*

& free shipping

representation was complex and richly textured, whether in the form of a careful gloss
in a manuscript of Lucan’s Civil War, or as the
exuberant sexualized allegories of the fourteenth-century papal notary Opicinus de
Canistris.
The book also explores a further kind of dislocation: the surprising connections between
medieval geographical thought and twentieth- and twenty-ﬁrst-century visual arts.
“Dislocations is an ambitious study with a
provocative thesis: that disorder, gaps, repetitions, and mistranslations are a constitutive
element of geography.”
(Karl Whittington, The Ohio State University)

xii +347 p., 42 colour ill.,
152 x 229 mm, 2020
ISBN: 978-0-88844-218-5
Hardback, € 95 (excl. VAT)

*O�fer valid until 31 October 2021,
when quoting promo code PR_IMCoS_311021 (excl. VAT)

For orders, contact: info@brepols.net - www.brepols.net
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The Brussels Map Circle

40 Years excellence in map buying & selling

Swaen.com

Monthly Internet map auctions
and Gallery

Antiquariat

Quality consignments welcome

Peter Kiefer
Buch- und Kunstauktionen
(Book and art auctions)
Steubenstraße 36
75172 Pforzheim, Germany

Auctions in February, March, April, May, June,
September, October & November

www.swaen.com | paulus@swaen.com

Tel +49 7231 / 9232-0
Fax +49 7231 / 9232-16
p.kiefer@kiefer.de
www.kiefer.de

Pieter Lastmankade 2, 1075 KJ Amsterdam
tel. +31 (0)20 22 55 198
Clearwater USA tel. +1 727 687 3298

A ims and functions

Honorary Presidents

Other Officers

The Circle was created, as the
Brussels International Map
Collectors’ Circle (BIMCC), in 1998
by Wulf Bodenstein.

Wulf Bodenstein
Avenue des Camélias 71
1150 Bruxelles
telephone: +32 (0) 2 772 69 09
e-mail: wulfbo@scarlet.be

• Jan De Graeve
jan@degraeve-geo.eu
• Henri Godts
henri.godts@godts.com

Now known as the Brussels Map
Circle, it is a non-profit making
association under Belgian law (asbl/
vzw 0464 423 627) .
Its aims are to:
1. Provide an informal and convivial
forum for all those with a specialist interest in maps, atlases,
town views and books with maps,
be they collectors, academics,
antiquarians, or simply interested
in the subject
2. Organise lectures on various aspects of historical cartography, on
regions of cartographical interest,
on documentation, paper conservation and related subjects
3. Organise visits to exhibitions,
and to libraries and institutions
holding important map and atlas
collections.
In order to achieve these aims, the
Circle organises the following annual
events:
• A Map Afternoon in March or
April, bringing together all those
interested in maps and atlases for
an informal chat about an item
from their collection – an ideal
opportunity to get to know the
Circle.
• An EXCURSION to a map collection or exhibition.
• AN INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE on a specific major
topic in December.

Blaeu, Atlas Maior, 1662 : 592 maps, 11 volumes in-folio.

BOOKS, PRINTS, MAPS & ATLASSES

The Brussels Map Circle also publishes Maps in History formerly
known as ‘BIMCC Newsletter’,
three times a year and maintains a
website.

Official address
c/o Arenberg Auctions
Wolstraat 19/2 Rue aux Laines
B-1000 Brussels
www.bimcc.org
info@bimcc.org

Rue aux Laines 19/2 · 1000 Brussels
info@arenbergauctions.com · +32 (0) 2 544 10 55
www.arenbergauctions.com
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Eric Leenders
Zwanenlaan 16
2610 Antwerpen
telephone: +32 (0) 3 440 10 81
e-mail: eric.leenders3@telenet.be
Caroline De Candt
Burggravenlaan 341

1040 Brussel

telephone: +32(0)9 222 80 14
e-mail: president@bimcc.org

Executive Committee
President
Wouter Bracke
Louis Hapstraat 210,
1040 Brussel
telephone: +32(0)493864281
e-mail: president@bimcc.org

Vice-President
Jean-Louis Renteux
Rue des Floralies 62
1200 Brussels
telephone: + 32 (0)2 770 59 03
e-mail: editor@bimcc.org

Editor-Editeur R esponsable
Luis Robbles
Rue Geleytsbeek 16A
1180 Uccle
telephone: +32(0)471610861

e-mail: editor@bimcc.org

Treasurer
Jean-Christophe Staelens
e-mail: jcs@loginfra-strategy.com

Secretary
Marie-Anne Dage
e-mail: secretary@bimcc.org

Becoming (and
staying) a M ember
Members receive three Newsletters
per annum and have free admission
to most of the Circle’s events. Nonmembers pay full rates.
Annual membership: EUR 40.00,
Students and Juniors under 25:
EUR 12.00.
To become (and stay!) a member,
please pay the membership dues
EXCLUSIVELY by bank transfer (no
cheques please) to our bank account:
IBAN: BE52 0682 4754 2209
BIC: GKCCBEBB and notify the
Membership Secretary
(treasurer@bimcc.org) indicating
your name and address.

M aps in History
The Brussels Map Circle currently
publishes three issues per year. It is
distributed, not only to members of
the Circle, but also to key institutions (universities, libraries) and to
personalities active in the field of the
history of cartography, located in 26
different countries.
Please submit calendar items and
other contributions to the editor
(e-mail: editor@bimcc.org) by the
following deadlines:
• 15 March for the May edition.
• 15 July for the September edition.
• 15 Nov. for the January edition.
Items presented for publication are
submitted to the approval of the
Editorial Committee.
Signed articles and reviews reflect
solely the opinions of the author.

Webmaster
Pierre Parmentier
e-mail: webmaster@bimcc.org

Scientific A dvisor
Wouter Bracke
e-mail: wouter.bracke@kbr.be
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Fine & R are Antique Maps,
Sea Charts, Town Views & Atlases

R areMaps.com
7407 La Jolla Blvd. | La Jolla, CA 92037
BLR@RareMaps.com | 858.551.8500
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